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Hymn: AHB 504/TiS 588. Tune, Penlan.

1. In heavenly love abiding,
no change my heart shall fear;
and safe is such confiding,
for nothing changes here:
the storm may roar without me,
my heart may low be laid,
but God is round about me,
and can | be dismayed?

2. Wherever he may guide me,
no want shall turn me back,
my Shepherd is beside me,
and nothing can | lack:
his wisdom ever waking,
his sight is never dim,
he knows the way he’s taking,
and | will walk with him.

3. Green pastures are before me,

which yet | have not seen;

bright skies will soon be o’er me

where darkest clouds have been:

my hope | cannot measure,

my path to life is free;

my Saviour has my treasure,

and he will walk with me.

Anna Laetitia Waring 1823-1910 alt

The Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
The Welcome & Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.




Sentence

Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is
my brother and my sister and my mother.

Mark 3.34-35
Prayer of Preparation
Let us pray

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Two Great Commandments

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;

you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.

Kyrie

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Some moments of silence

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s
forgiveness.

Merciful God, our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in
faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in

all goodness and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray

Almighty God,

give us such a vision of your purpose,

and such an assurance of your love and power,

that we may ever hold fast the hope

which is in Jesus Christ our Lord;

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel [8. 4-20 + 11. 14-15]

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah, and said to him, ‘You are old and your sons do not follow in
your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.
But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king to
govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel,
‘Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have
not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.
Just as they have done to me, from the day | brought them up out of
Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are
doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly
warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over
them.’

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were

asking him for a king. He said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who
will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his



chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots;

and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and some to plough his ground and to reap his
harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and
bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your
grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers.

He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks,
and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of
your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not
answer you in that day.’

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, ‘No!
but we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be
like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us
and fight our battles.’

111415 Samuel said to the people, ‘Come, let us go to Gilgal and there
renew the kingship.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they
made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings
of well-being before the Lord, and there Saul and all the Israelites
rejoiced greatly.

Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

Psalm 138
Side A = plain. Side B = italics Altogether = bold

| will give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart:
even before the gods will | sing your praises.

| will bow down toward your holy temple

and give thanks to your name:
because of your faithfulness and your loving-kindness,
for you have made your name and your word
supreme over all things.

At a time when | called to you, you gave me answer:
and put new strength within my soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord:
for they have heard the words of your mouth;

And they shall sing of the ways of the Lord:
that the glory of the Lord is great.
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For though the Lord is exalted, he looks upon the lowly:
and he comprehends the proud from afar.

Though | walk in the midst of danger,

yet will you preserve my life:
you will stretch out your hand against the fury of my enemies,
and your right hand shall save me.

The Lord will complete his purpose for me:
your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever;
do not forsake the work of your own hands.

The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians [4. 13—5.1]

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture—'I believed, and so | spoke’—we also believe, and so we
speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.
Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and
more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do
not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen;
for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.

Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: Tune, Sussex (AHB 304).

1. Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking,
as the gospel words unfold;
we, in all our age-long seeking,
find no firmer truth to hold.

2. Word of goodness, truth, and beauty,
heard by simple folk and wise,
word of freedom, word of duty,
word of life beyond our eyes.



3. Word of God’s forgiveness granted
to the wild or guilty soul,
word of love that works undaunted,
changes, heals, and makes us whole.

4. Speak to us, O Lord, believing,
as we hear, the sower sows;
may our hearts, your word receiving,
be the good ground where it grows.
Howard Charles Adie Gaunt (1902-1983)

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark [3. 20-35]
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When
his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
‘He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he
casts out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in
parables, ‘How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen
up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has
come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house
can be plundered. ‘Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins
and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin’
— for they had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent
to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to
him, *Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for
you.” And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And
looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and
my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.’
For the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon

Time of silence for reflection

Creed
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

Jesus, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord.
And may light perpetual shine upon them.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREETING OF PEACE

We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: TiS 232, tune Blaenwern

1.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
vast, unmeasured, boundless, free,
rolling as a mighty ocean

in its fullness over me.

Underneath me, all around me,

is the current of his love;

leading onward, leading homeward
to that glorious rest above.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus —
spread his praise from shore to shore;
he who loves us ever loves us,
changes never, nevermore;

he who died to save his loved ones
intercedes for them above;

he who called them his own people
watches over them in love.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
love of every love the best;

vast the ocean of his blessing,
sweet the haven of his rest.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus —
for my heaven of heavens is he;
this my everlasting glory:

Jesus’ mighty love for me.

Samuel Trevor Francis 1834-1925 alt.

Revised Hymns for Today’s Church, 1982

Words © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.



Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Loving God,
we thank you for this world of wonder and delight.
You have given it to us to care for,
so that all your creatures may enjoy its bounty.
Lord our God,

we give you thanks and praise.

We thank you that when we turned away from you,
you sent Jesus to live and work as one of us,
and bring us back to you.
He showed us how to love you
and set us free to love and serve one another.
Lord our God,

we give you thanks and praise.

We thank you that on the cross Jesus took away our sin,
all that keeps us from each other and from you.
He frees us from hate and fear, from all that destroys love and trust.
Lord our God,
we give you thanks and praise.

And so with everyone who believes in you,

with all the saints and angels,

we rejoice and praise you, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



And now we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine;
may we who receive them, as Jesus said,
share his body and his blood. *

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and gave you thanks.
He broke the bread and gave it to his friends, and said,

‘Take and eat. This is my body given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.’ &

After supper he took the cup and gave you thanks.

He shared the cup with them and said,

‘This is my blood poured out so that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in remembrance of me.” &

You have gathered us together to feed on Christ
and to remember all he has done for us:

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Fill us with your Spirit
that we may follow Jesus in all we do and say,
working for justice and bringing your peace
to this world that you have made.

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION

As this broken bread was once many grains,

which have been gathered together and made one bread:
so may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us your peace.
The Invitation to Communion is given

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

THESENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Father almighty, we your humble servants,
fed by the blood and body of our saviour,
offer ourselves, our souls and bodies to you
thanking you always.

2.  We, as a living sacrifice, now ask you:
send us to work, empowered by your Spirit,
that we may live to bring you praise and glory
so let it be, Lord.
Michael Saward (born 1932) after W H H Jervois (1852 - 1905)
© Michael Saward/Jubilate Hymns.
11 11 11 5. Christe Sanctorum (1) [AHB 2]
Eternal God,
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken,
you have fed us at the table of life and hope:
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,
that all the world may acknowledge
the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Father,

we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Notices

1



Hymn—AHB 383/TiS 449. tune, Carlisle

1. Stand up and bless the Lord,
you people of his choice;
stand up and bless the Lord your God
with heart, and soul, and voice.

2. Though high above all praise,
above all blessing high,
who would not fear his holy name,
and praise and magnify?

3. O for the living flame
from his own altar brought,
to touch our lips, our minds inspire,
and wing to heaven our thought!

4. God is our strength and song,
and his salvation ours;
then be his love in Christ proclaimed
with all our ransomed powers.

5. Stand up and bless the Lord,
the Lord your God adore;
stand up and bless his glorious name,
henceforth for evermore.
James Montgomery 1771-1854 alt.

The Blessing & The Dismissal

The peace of God which passes all understanding

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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